
 

WINE RECOMMENDATION  

Arrowleaf Cellars 

2006 Gewurztraminer, Estate  

(Okanagan Valley) 

 

 

The Arrowleaf vineyard’s Gewürztraminer vines were planted in 

1986 with a clone that originated in Alsace. That was the same 

year in which the current owners of this winery, Joe and Margrit 

Zuppiger and their family, left Switzerland for Canada, first to be 

dairy farmers in Alberta. In 1997, they purchased this north 

Okanagan vineyard, opening a winery in 2003 after son Manuel 

completed his winemaking studies in Switzerland.  

 

Both the clone and the age of the vines contribute to the full-flavoured richness that sets this wine apart from 

many Okanagan Gewürztraminers, which are often produced with clonal material originating in Germany.  

 

This wine is as dramatic in the glass as only a Gewürztraminer can be, starting with intense aromas of spice and 

rose petals. The equally intense flavours continue the spicy theme, along with notes of grapefruit and zest of 

grapefruit. The finish is dry and the texture, with 13.7% alcohol, is big. Just bottled, this wine is attractive now 

but will only get better over the next year. 89 points. 

Reviewed April 10, 2007 by John Schreiner.  

THE WINE  

Winery: Arrowleaf Cellars 

Vineyard: Estate 

Vintage: 2006 

Wine: Gewurztraminer 

Appellation: Okanagan Valley 

Grape: Gewurztraminer  

Price: $16.90  

 

THE REVIEWER  

John Schreiner 

John Schreiner has been covering the 

wines of British Columbia for the past 

30 years and has written 10 books on 

the wines of Canada and BC. He has 

judged at major competitions and is 

currently a panel member for the 

Lieutenant Governor’s Awards of 

Excellence in Wine. Both as a judge and as a wine critic, he 

approaches each wine not to find fault, but to find 

excellence. That he now finds the latter more often than 

the former testifies to the dramatic improvement shown by 

BC winemaking in the past decade. 
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